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you were to examine the register of the Congress, if you were to exa-
mine the records of the prisons of India, you would find that the
Congress represented and represents on its register a very large
number of Mohammedans Several thousand Mohammedans went
to jail last year under the banner of the Congress. The Congress
today has several thousand Mohammedans on its register. The
Congress has thousands of untouchables on its register. The
Congress has Indian Christians also on its register I do not know
that there is a single community which is not represented on the
Congress register. With all deference to the Nawab Sahib of
Chhatan, even landlords and even mill-owners and millionaires are
represented there, I admit that they are coming to the Congress
slowly, cautiously, but the Congress is trying to serve them also.
The Congress undoubtedly represents Labour. Therefore, this claim
that the proposals set forth in this memorandum are acceptable
to well over one hundred and fifteen millions of people needs to
be taken with a very great deal of reservation and caution.

One word more and I shall have done. You have had pre-
sented to you and circulated to the members, I hope, the Con-
gress proposal in connection with the communal problem J I
venture to submit that, of all the schemes that I have seen, it is the
most workable scheme, but I may be in error there. I admit that
it has not commended itself to the representatives of the commu-
nities at this table, but it has commended itself to the representa-
tives of these very classes in India It is not the creation of one
brain, but it is the creation of a Committee on which various im-
portant parties were represented.

Therefore, you have got on behalf of the Congress that
scheme; but the Congress has also suggested that there should be
an impartial arbitration. Through arbitration all over the world
people have adjusted their differences, and the Congress is always
open to accept any decision of an arbitration court. I have myself
ventured to suggest that there might be appointed by the Gov-
ernment a judicial tribunal which would examine this case and give
its decision. But if none of these things are acceptable to any of
us, and if this Is the sine qua non of any Constitution-building, then I
say it will be much better for us that we should remain without so-
called responsible Government than that we should accept this claim*

I would like to repeat what I have said before, that while the
Congress will always accept any solution that may be acceptable
to the Hindus, the Mohammedans and the Sikhs, Congress will be

1 Vide pp. 115-9.